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We Gather as God’s People
PRELUDE

Christmas Time Is Here
Three Christmas Carol Tunes

Vince Guaraldi

INTROIT

O Holy Night
Peggy Vaughan, soprano

Adolphe Adam

CALL TO WORSHIP & CANDLE LIGHTING

Terry Day, liturgist

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
Those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them light has shined.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
Authority rests upon his shoulders and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:2,6)
Tonight, we light the Christ candle, which represents the birth of God’s Son in our world, as a light
forever shining in our darkness. And the darkness will never overcome it.
(the lighting of the Christ candle)
PRAYER OF ADORATION (unison)
Eternal God, from the tabernacle of heaven to the poverty of a stable, your radiant light shines forth
in a tiny baby wrapped in rags and such love humbles and astounds us. In Jesus you have become one
of us that we might become one with you. Open our hearts to joyfully receive his love that he may be
born in us, and we in him, through Christ our Lord. Amen.
HYMN

O Come, All Ye Faithful
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant;
O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come, and behold him, born the King of angels!
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

We Listen to God’s Word
FIRST LESSON

Luke 1:26-38
The Birth of Jesus Foretold

Terry Day

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give
to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.
HYMN

O Little Town of Bethlehem

ST. LOUIS

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.
SECOND LESSON

Luke 2:1-7
Mary and Joseph Go to Bethlehem

Ron Skinner

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns
to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for
her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
HYMN

Away in a Manger

MUELLER

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.
SPECIAL MUSIC

Amid the Winter’s Snow
Peace Bell Choir

John Goss (arr. Larry Sue)

THIRD LESSON

Luke 2: 8-14
Angels Appear to the Shepherds

Joanne Lang

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all
the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
HYMN

Angels We Have Heard on High

GLORIA

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee, Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!
FOURTH LESSON

Luke 2: 15-20
The Witness of the Shepherds

Jesse Riggs

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they
made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
SPECIAL MUSIC

Jesus, Jesus, Rest Your Head
Laura Ortiz, soloist

We Respond to God’s Grace
CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
The Invitation
Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Sharing of the Bread and the Cup
Communion Music
Prayer after Communion

What Child Is This?

FIFTH LESSON

John 1: 1-5
The Light Shines in the Darkness

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
SHARING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
The Light of Christ be with you,
And also with you
Let us share the light of Christ with one another.
HYMN

Silent Night, Holy Night!

STILLE NACHT

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
‘round yon virgin mother and child!
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
with the angels let us sing Alleluia to our King:
Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born.

We Are Sent in God’s Name
CHARGE & BLESSING
May God who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy and
make you heralds of the gospel. Amen
CLOSING HYMN

Joy to the World

ANTIOCH

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king;
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.
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